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efinitc Pronouns
Indefinite Pronouns Indefinite pronouns refer to people, places, or things, often •without: specifying
I
which ones. Some indefinite pronouns may have an antecedent, but .many do not have a specific
•-.•**..-•
antecedent.
IHDEFIMITE PKQNO'OTS

Plural

Singular

another
anybody
anyone
anything
each
either
everybody
everyone
; everything
little

Singular or Plural
all

much
both
neither
few
nobody
many
no one
others
nothing
several,
one
other
\ . • !'
somebody

any
more
Most '

:

:: S

• > . - • •
*

None
Some
:

••

' - • • " • -

someone

•

something

Exercise 1
Recognizing Indefinite Pronouns. Underline each indefinite pronoun in the
sentences below,
j
EXAMPLE: Only one of the speakers answered any of the questions.
L Each of the players maintained a strict training schedule.
2. Everyone had some of the cake.
3. Many of the families offered their homes to some of the visitors.
4. Few of the speakers had anything new to add,
I

5. No one was able to answer all of the questions.
6. Some of the books have been moved from that shelf to another,

7. Most of the neighbors knew something about the legend.
8. Janet suggested that little could be done to help.
9. Neither of the plans was very attractive.
c^w,™?

j;.

'

10. We knew most of the guests at the party.

Exercise 2 • Adding Indefinite Pronouns to Sentences. Fill in each blank with an. indefinite
\'.'
pronoun that makes sense. Circle any antecedents for the pronouns you write.
EXAMPLE:
1.

None

of the ("cake ") was left.

2. The emcee asked
3. The children asked for
4. The speaker knows
5. _

of the pla}^ers were familiar with the rules.
of the contestants the same question.
to eat.
about her subject.
of the test questions were easy.

6. Jon is always considerate of

of the tickets had been, sold.
of the candidates promised to lower taxes.

7. Three days before the opening,
9. My grandfather worries about

10.
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of the fans shouted enthusiastically.
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Antecedents of Pronouns A pronoun is a word used to take the place of a noun. The noun a pronoun
substitutes for is called an antecedent.
PRONOUNS
ANTECEDENT

PRONOUN

PRONOUN

Elizabeth Macintosh asked her parents if she could go.
PRONOUN
ANTECEDENT
Because of his sore knee, the star quarterback couldn't play
Personal Pronouns Personal pronouns refer to (1) the person speaking, (2) the person spoken to, or (3)
the person, place, or tiling spoken about.
;
First Person

Second Person

Third Person

I, me, my, mine
we, us, our, ours

you, your, yours

he, him, his, she, her,
hers, it, its, they,
them, their, theirs

Exercise 1 Recognizing Pronouns and Antecedents.
sentence. Then, circle its antecedent.

Underline the personal pronoun in each

^jjtff-^"""""™"'"^.

EXAMPLE; The (team *) lost its nerve in the third quarter.
^---~,—~~*^

1. Lisa, are you going to the party tonight?
2. When Paul drove up, everyone piled into his car,
3. Phyllis said that she would be absent today.

I

4. During the storm, the house lost its antenna.
5. "1 must not forget, " tiie child said over and over again.
6. With their suitcases packed, the Joneses left forever.
7. Joel, please take all of these gadgets with you.
8. The woman across the street left her trash in the driveway.
9. When he was very young, Mozart wrote beautiful music,
10. Why are you going to sleep. Torn?

Exercise 2

Using Personal Pronouns. Fill in each blank with a personal pronoun.

EXAMPLE; Parker never remembers

his

lines,

1. Emily Dickinson spent much of

life in Amherst.

2. Randy, would
3. All of her friends sent her
4. With

please give us a hand?
best wishes.
motor rumiing, the car sounded like a washing machine,

5. Tom Sawyer didn't always do
6. With

own work.

money ready, Trudy stood in the long line.

7. Many countries have

__ capitals in a central location.

8. These books are so good that I wish
9. Charles Lindbergh flew
Anne Morrow Lindbergh features nature in many of
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were longer.
small plane across the Atlantic.
books.
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