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a 1.

3 Correcting Fragments A phrase should not be capitalized and punctuated as if it were a

j i tence
Fragments A fragment is a group of words that does not express a r.-ompég:le !.l:ougnL Part of a sen
should not be presented as a full sentence ending with a penod or other end mark.

F‘mgnu:nfs Sentences

H > 1 the pain
Because we missed the train We were late because we missed th
After the rainfall After the ranfall. the Tiver Tose.

Sue gat on the wain without looking bacikc
The boy wearing the green sf.urt 1s Tim.
They hope to return to New York someday.

Without looking baci—— .
The boy wearing the green shirt
Hope 1o return to New York someday

identifying Sentence Fragments. Write whether each group of words is a sentence

or a fragment
EXAMPLE: Riding on the Onent Express. ‘fraoment

1. Teo see the new museumn was a real thrill.

2. Which Cindy got for her birthday.

5. Who won?

4. 'The plaver with the lowest score.

5. Enjovs workang out at the gvm.

6. Stop.

7. The smell of butiery popeorn.

8. The most amazing thing about Andrew.
G. Plaving musical chairs.

10. My bike 1s missing.
11. What time is it?
12. After searchung high and low.

15. The combination of diel, rest. and exercise. -

-

14. Surrounded by a line of poplars. -

15. The movie is hilanous.

16. Bagels used to be found oniy in the East.

17. Whoever vou want

18. After the circus had come 1o our Lown.
19. Beyond the ridge lay another valley. ~
20. HKnown for good service, the restaurant prospered. .

. in th
[m identifying Fragments in a Paragraph. Underlne each sentence fragpment in the

paragraph below.
EXAMPLE: We pathered all our equipment. Before setting oul on our camping mp.
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stari out on our adventure.
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Phrase Fragments Compieted Sentences

a person with great ntegriy
Jollowed us home
throughout the house

Jed by the spring

A subordinate clause should not

A person with grent mnieqnuy is needed.
A stray dog followed us home.

We searched throughout the house.
The nver jed by the spring is cold.

be capitalized and puncluated as if it were a sentence.

Clause Fragments Completed Sentences

whom i areatly respery

Just as we began our picnic
what | asked

Lee is someone whom | greatiy respect
The rain started Just as we began our picnic.
What | asiced was impossibie to do.

Words in a series shouid not be capitalized and punctuated as if they

WeEre & sentence.

Scries Fragment

blueberry pie, strawberny shortcake, @
cherry cheesecaie !

Completed Sentence

! The dessert choices mclude biueberry pie,
stmawberry shortcake, and cherry
cheesecaice.

Identifying Kinds of Sentence Fragments. Afier each item
dause, series. or sentence o describe the word group.

EXAMPLE: Wherever you want them. ciause

below. write pirase.

To make friends in a new place.

hd

A wide meadow. a babbling brook. and bright sunsine
Please wait for me.

That you invited 1o the party.
You succeeded.

Without 2 second thought.
Whenever you are ready.
Ofiered by the dog's owner.
Take vour mark.

o ;b w
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10. The action dunng the first seene.

Correcting Fragments. Turn five of the fragments in Exercise A into sentences.

EXAMPLE: i
1.

will put these boxes wherever you want them

senience.

ta
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Identifying Sentence Fragments. Identify each item as a_fraoment or sentence.

EXAMPLE: Leaving eariy in the moming. [fragment

1. A bouguet of freshiv cut fiowers.

2

Will armive between one and two o'clock.

in the jar on top of the refngerator.

Swimnung, sking. or boating on the laie.
That huns.

o o & w

Wanung to write 1o vou.

~1

To know her is (o admire her.

&. Broke all speed records in the last race.
9. After vou sit down. | wili begin.

10. A doctor of great skill and devotion to her patients.

11. While we were swimming.

12, Please be seated.

13. Seeing my inend at the concert.

14. If the train is not late.

15. John was angry with us.

16. Because the rain has stopped.

17. Someone Jeft a mess behind.

18. Evervone had voted.

19. Which hangs on the wall.

20. Until the next time we meel.

Identifying Fragments in a Paragra

paragraph below.
EXAMPLE: (1) The football game would begin in

(1) Basketball is the oniy major sport that
James Naismiti;.

ph.  Underline each sentence fragment in the

less than five minutes. (2) Werent in our seats yet.

who was teaching at the Y.M.C.A. in Springfield. Massachusetts, at the time. [3) The

students there were studving to become secretaries and physical education instru

. clors. {4) Bored with the
marching, cabisthenics, and g¥mnastics that made up their gym classes. (5] The head of the department

had a talk with Naismith. (6) in the fall of 189]. {7) Asking the Canadian teacher to develop a pame th
could be plaved in a gym. (8} Had no physical contact.

at
191 Lightweight ball. {10) to make it safe for the
students and aiso for the school's gvm. (11} Each plaver was to have an e

qual chance (0 handie the ball.
{12} And to make plays. (13} By December, Naismith had dey

eloped what he called “the game.”
(14) Intended 10 nail up some boxes to serve as targets. {15) No boxes being availabie, they

nailed up some
half-bushe! peach baskets tnstead. {16) The Bame was soon called basket

ball. {17} By 1902 the word was
often hyphenated. {18) Becoming basicet-ball. (19) It wasn't until about 1912 that the name of the game
written ¥ one word. {20) It's interesung to note that if the school had had some boxes, we

might be playing
boxball today.
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originated in the United States. (2) Invented by a Canadian,

was

-
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Using Phrase Fragments to Write Sentences. Use each fragment in a compiete

Among the ciouds.

Our hot-air balioon rose higher and tugher until it floated among

- /
/

/
7

cloucis.

on the |

1o sing lolk jongs professionaliy

driniang from a gt* glass

4 dark. menacing ciou\

’E‘Eﬂimz Using Clauge Fragments toANrite Sentences. Use each fragment in a complete
senlence,
1. when | awoke this mormng

that my class likes best X

uniess you practice each {y \

il it is cold tomorrow \
whe waited in line \

Using Series Fragments to Wrie Sentences. Use each of the
sentence.

:an/élilppcd, and jumped \

the drawer. on the op shelf of the closet, or under the *

lollowing frapments

A\
deep orange, vellow, or red \

\
N\

slowly, methodically, and quite graceiuliy




