The Cask of Amontillado

Answer the following questions:

1. How reliable or unreliable do you regard the narrator?
2. Are there any ways that the narrator might be manipulating the truth?

3. How would you describe the narrator’s attitude toward himself and his actions?
4. Which characteristics of the narrator make him an effective villain?
5. Can you think of any other villains from stories, books, television shows, movies, or “real life” that share some of the narrator’s villainous characteristics?
6. Is there anything about the narrator that you find attractive or likeable?
7. What is your general impression of Fortunato?
8. Do any of Fortunato’s words and actions support the narrator’s belief that Fortunato is worthy of hatred?
9. Do any of Fortunato’s words and actions refute the narrator’s belief that Fortunato is worthy of hatred?
10. How does the setting of “The Cask of Amontillado” change as the story progresses?
11. Why do you think Poe chose to bring together in this story the dreariness of the catacombs and the festival atmosphere of the carnival?
12. What elements of the setting in this story would you consider typical of a horror story? What elements seem unusual
